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Contribution by the President of EEDYE, Stavros Tassos
In the 8th Trilateral Meeting of Peace Movements from Turkey - Cyprus - Greece
Izmir, December 2017
Dear fellow fighters,
On behalf of EEDYE, we warmly thank the Peace Committee of Turkey for hosting the 8th trilateral meeting of peace movements from Greece, Cyprus and Turkey this year in Izmir.
This year's meeting coincides with the completion of 100 years since the October Socialist Revolution that rocked the world and demonstrated the power of the revolutionary working class. The October Revolution and the construction of Socialism in the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries inspired the anti-war, anti-imperialist movement around the world. The people of labor all over the world took power from the conquests of Socialism, the struggle against imperialism and the imperialist wars, for the peace and prosperity of the peoples. We are taught by and resolutely pursuing our struggle, fighting against the difficulties that counter-revolution has caused, having a sense of our responsibilities, to contribute to the development of peoples' struggle.
We would like to inform you that the 18th Congress of EEDYE was successfully held on December 2nd and 3rd. Through a rich pre-congress process across Greece, we have come into contact with many people. We were concerned about youth and especially with students, the effort of the system to poison the minds of the children and to erase every progressive, anti-imperialist idea. Our campaign all over Greek schools is addressed to all schools in the country with the final title "Why peoples should be killed for their master’s food?" already brings promising messages of interest and participation.
EEDYE is getting stronger with new Peace Committees in areas of our country where military bases and infrastructure exist. Above all, however, we are more determined to fight for the disengagement of our country from imperialist plans and wars at the side of the worker's popular movement. We draw our attention to the struggle to massively condemn the dangerous agreement of the SYRIZA-ANEL government with the US, which concerns not only the Greek people but will have a wider impact on our region.
The 18th Congress of EEDYE decided the following frames of struggle goals at national and international level:
➢ Oppose to the agreement between Greek government and USA
➢ Disengagement of our countries from imperialist plans and wars - No change of borders and the conditions that determine them
➢ To shut down the Souda Base and all the Euro-Atlantic bases and headquarters that exist in our countries
➢ Return all military forces involved in NATO and EU operations abroad
➢ Abolish all nuclear weapons - Forbid nuclear testing
➢ Disengagement from NATO and the EU with the peoples masters on their homeland
Dear fellow fighters,
This year's trilateral meeting takes place in the background of new, ever worse, facts for the peoples of our countries and our neighborhood. This is neither accidental nor fatal. We live in a rich area with large energy deposits, a trade passage between Asia and Europe, a geo-strategic node to control commodity traffic between three continents. "Great luck, take advantage of it" would one say. However, this wealth is not used in order to meet the needs of the peoples of the region, but as a field of sharing among the capitalists, and at the same time a field of confrontation between regional powers that also claim a piece of the "pie" for their own interests.
The recent statements by the Turkish Prime Minister are typical: "The Aegean is a field of controversy, neither Greek nor Turkish sea."
The energy fields found in Egypt, Israel, Cyprus, investigations in the Greek Maritime Area and other areas, the energy pipelines from Russia, Azerbaijan, the Caspian Sea, the Middle East and the Persian Gulf in general, as well as in other areas of the globe, attract large competing interests, international energy groups. Overall, the field of intra-imperialist rivalries is widening. On the ground of the rivalries, of the collision of large monopolist groups and the strategic aspirations of capitalist states, imperialist wars are taking place in a process where diplomatic means and compromises fail.
Huge military forces are concentrated in areas where war conflicts occur or in areas where hot spots exist. Worldwide there is an increase in armaments. The trafficking of modern weapon systems, missiles, aircraft, warships and submarines, anti-aircraft / anti-missile systems has been at the highest level since 1990.
People's poverty becomes trillions of dollars in profits for major monopoly groups, and military equipment. In Greece - while our people suffer from austerity, poverty and unemployment, cuts in the necessary funds for social security, health-welfare and education, shielding against floods, earthquakes and fires - the military spending used to support NATO rises up to 4.5 billion euros, or 2.57% percent of GDP in 2016, the highest percentage after the US and the highest in Europe for NATO member states.
The Greek government on behalf of the country's bourgeoisie is already proceeding to signing agreements with the US that are dangerous to the people on the use of new infrastructures and bases in Greek territory, a possible transfer from Intchirlik in Turkey of nuclear weapons, as it has been revealed recently. EEDYE denounced the Greece-US agreement and organized a militant demonstration in front of the Ministry of National Defence.
The wars at Afghanistan, Syria, Libya continue, long-lasting imperialist wars issued by the US, NATO and EU using regular undermining actions and the pretext of “terrorism” that prepared these military operations. This wars have already cost thousands of hundreds of dead and injured, millions of persecuted immigrants and refugees, that teach peoples to avoid traps and confront imperialist pretexts in a more determined way.
EEDYE has expressed its solidarity to the peoples of Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq and Libya and has condemned the imperialist invasions, has claimed that every country’s course is a matter of it’s people who is responsible and must fight for his own interests.
The retreat, the defeat of “Islamic State” does not relieve us. The intra-imperialist competition acquires new features. Kurdish actions in North Syria and North Iraq, the so-called “security zones” in Syria, continuing external invasions, include high dangers in dismemberment and change of borders which will feed into new and lead peoples into new adventures.
The new crime in our region is sealed by the american imperialism and sets fire to Palestine. The recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel by the US president Donald Trump, besides of direct disdain of the UN resolutions that are not applied for many years, proves how ruthless they are.
We demand that every economic or military cooperation of our governments with the Israeli government - this state-murderer of Palestinian people - stops. We demand to stop any cooperation or participation to the plans of american imperialism. We denounce the Israeli government that has already provoked dozens of wounded and dead among the demonstrations against by the US decision. 
We strengthen our struggle with the Palestinian people who fight for an independent Palestinian state, in the borders of 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital. We demand from the greek government to recognize the Palestinian state according to UN resolutions, and the unanimous decision of the Greek Parliament, or else its responsibilities are heavy.
The increase in refugee and migratory flows in the Middle East and North Africa but also in other regions is caused by imperialist wars and interventions, and is reinforced in the conditions of capitalist economic crisis.

EEDYE has defended the rights of refugees and immigrants. In cooperation with PAME, OGE, EEDDA and other organizations of the mass movement, as well as with the interference of the Peace Committees, the struggle intensified and the demands for immediate relief measures, hu-mane temporary hospitality centers, safe transfer to their destination countries, the abolition of the Dublin I and II regulations and of all EU's repressive mechanisms.

We struggle against racism, xenophobia, nationalism, and to isolate the criminal Nazi organization of Golden Dawn.

EEDYE denounced the EU-Turkey agreement that recycles refugee problems, violates their rights and relevant international conventions. It opposed the policy of the SYRIZA-ANEL government and revealed the governments 'responsibilities for the tragic shortages of the necessary infrastructure in the refugees’ concentration camps.

Dear fellow fighters,

EYDYE expresses its international solidarity with the working class and the popular strata of Cyprus and strongly condemns the Turkish occupation of 37% of the island that has surpassed 43 years. The continuation of the Turkish occupation, the existence of the largest British base in the region on the island and the new landscape created by the discovery of natural gas deposits in the Cypriot EEZ, the intervention of large monopoly groups and powerful capitalist states, and the questioning of sovereign rights of Cyprus by the Turkish state, is a basis for the aggravation of competition in the region.

The force lies in the popular mobilization, in the coordination of the work of the workers of Cyprus, Greece, Turkey, and the workers of our region, in the strengthening of international solidarity against nationalist poisoning of the peoples.

EYDYE has been standing steadily on the side of the Cypriot people, and in this context has developed substantial relations with the Cyprus Peace Council, also participating with the Peace Committee of Turkey in the trilateral meetings, which have been a significant intervention of the anti-war movement developments in our region.

The anti-war, anti-imperialist movement continues its struggle against every dichotomous solution and imperialist intervention.

EYDYE supports a solution with Cyprus united and independent, with one sovereignty, one citizenship, one international personality, without occupying troops, foreign military forces and bases, especially the British bases, without guarantors and protectors, a common homeland of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latin, dominated by its people.

The Turkish bourgeoisie and its state continue to question the territorial integrity of Greece. Turkish warships and ships systematically violate the country's borders. With statements by President Er-dogan himself, who visited Greece, he set out the claims of the Turkish bourgeoisie by openly questioning the Treaty of Lausanne defining Turkey's borders with Greece, Iraq and Syria. At the same time mechanisms intervene in Thrace, cultivating nationalism. This situation involves great dangers, which cannot be overshadowed by the economic benefits of capitalists on the one or the other side of the Aegean.

We respond resolutely. The peoples of Greece and Turkey have nothing to share. They face the same problems, they undergo capitalist exploitation, they live the same anguish. Their interest lies in the development of the common struggle for their own needs, against their exploiters for a society without exploitation with their people masters in their homeland.

A very dangerous element of developments is the concentration of NATO-led military forces in the Baltic, eastern and central Europe, on the border with Russia, the installation of missile and anti-missile systems, the controversy that is intensifying in the region. The NATO Summit in Warsaw in 2016 confirmed that it is ready to use nuclear weapons for the so-called "first strike".

The presence of NATO in the Aegean Sea at the invitation of the Greek Government under the pretext of controlling refugee flows from Turkey to the Greek islands is a challenge for the Greek, Turkish and Cypriot people. It is more than ever necessary to organize the struggle against NATO's plans and the governments that support them.

In the Balkans, US, NATO and EU intervention is stepped up, with priority being given to the Western Balkans and the integration of these states into NATO and the EU. The USA bases in the region are expanding and NATO membership is being promoted. This situation raises a new competitive race with Russia having its own interests in the region. There is a distinction between the nationalist attitude of the bourgeoisie and the governments of Albania, which promoted irredentist positions in the context of "Great Albania", in a vicious circle associated with state divisions and border change.

The controversy of Saudi Arabia with Iran and its intervention in Yemen is intensifying with tragic consequences against its people. The events that took place, with the announcement of the resig-nation of Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri, appear to be part of a complex situation of hard contra-dictions, and Saudi Arabia's interference in Lebanon's affairs.

The debate over the last few days around the issue of the sale of arms from Greece to Saudi Arabia is the mirror of the system sake and the measure of their morality. In order to make profit-seeking business, they are essentially killing civilians in Yemen. Our indignation and our dismay have to become decisive, we have to inform the people and especially the youth.

The conclusions drawn from the developments are very important and useful in our common struggle.

We are stepping up our struggle, hand in hand with the WPC, against the dangerous political engagement of our countries in imperialist plans and wars.
For us, the struggle for true peace means the struggle to abolish and eradicate the causes of the imperialist war, means the fight against the capitalist system and its power that generates crises, poverty, wars, and refugees.

