
 

The United States is worried about the possible emergence of independent 

governments in Latin America. For that reason they assassinated Salvador 

Allende in Chile in 1973 using a military coup. In 1982 they invaded Grenada, 

and in 1989, Panama. 

Employing new tactics in recent times, soft coups caused the overthrowing of 

presidents Manuel Zelaya, in Honduras, Fernando Lugo, in Paraguay, and Dilma 

Roussef, in Brazil, using the parliaments and the judicial power to expel these 

presidents that had been democratically elected by popular vote. 

But this does not end there. The empire keeps trying through all possible means 

to destabilize Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua socially and economically. The 

United States military policy has been that of planting military bases in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, reaching a total of 76 bases in the entire region. 

Colombia has 8 military bases and the authority to use ports and airports in all 

the country, becoming an aircraft carrier of the United States to attack any 

country that does not agree to submit to the empire. 

The United States and Colombia signed an agreement in 2005 during the 

government of Álvaro Uribe Vélez that not only violates the national sovereignty, 

but also allows USA soldiers to commit multiple abuses and crimes such as 

violations, homicides and drug traffic. However, they cannot be investigated or 

penalized by Colombia; they enjoy total immunity. Cases of violations and crimes 

have already been sued and have remained in total impunity. 

The plans are renewed after a certain period of time; thus, we have Santafé I, II, 

III and IV, intervention plans executed in Latin America. 

Southern Cone: Operation Cóndor, 1980 

Plan Colombia, 1999 

Regional Initiative of the Andes, 2001 

Patriotic Plan, 2003 

The United States have exerted pressure upon other countries of South America 

and Europe, urging them to take part in these interventionist policies. 

 

The new tactic shows that the military bases perform a different type of task, 

such as the coordination, the psychological war, intelligence, 

counterintelligence, communication means and physical presence. The 

mobilization of troops is no longer essential for them. 

An aspect that requires attention is the technology. They no longer require 

pilots, the drones do the job. The microchips perform part of the work of the 

spies; they are so small that it is very difficult to discover them and they cause 

great harm; they can locate enemy targets in real time, which enables their 

exact destruction. 

In this way they hit important FARC-EP leaders and several operative 

commissions. Not only the physical military base but also the technological 

ability to attack a target has to be taken into consideration. 

Colombia has paid a very high price for this military intervention: over 600,000 

deaths in 7 decades, 150,000 people disappeared, thousands mutilated, and 

a migration of more than 6 million who had to leave behind their village, their 

municipality, their province, and their country. 

There are thousands of inmates deprived of freedom for participating in a 

social protest; others for participation in the armed struggle. 
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Although they received an amnesty two years ago, some former combatants are 

still in prison, among them Simón Trinidad, sentenced to 60 years in the United 

States, and Jesús Santrich, in prison with threat of extradition (in no case is there 

any evidence). 

The empire’s purpose in Latin America is to loot the raw materials: oil, gold, gas, 

coal, nickel, coltan, water, and others required by developed countries to improve 

their industries. The spatial technology, robotics, the military nanotechnology, 

communications, etc., have been the reasons why they have declared war to us 

and filled our continent with military bases. 

The United States want to prevent Latin America from having feasible and 

profitable projects such as ALBA, UNASUR, BANCO DEL SUR, CARICOM and 

CELAC, in addition to other organizations. Their purpose is to put an end to 

these projects. 

Nevertheless, they face a mass resistance. The peoples have not remained with 

their arms crossed, everyday there are street demonstrations against the 

EMPIRE. 

The empire has not won the war against Venezuela, and they will not win it if the 

people-army pairing is maintained, and with the determined support of the 

peoples of Latin America, the Caribbean, and other continents. 

Colombia has a very interesting case, highlighted by the peace agreement 

signed by Juan Manuel Santos and the FARC-EP. A germ of unity and struggle 

has been gradually created; many unitarian actions are being carried out: 

workers, students, professors, indigenous peoples, African descendants that 

have occupied the streets demanding vindication, and all of them demanding the 

fulfillment of the Havana agreements. 

Another element to be observed in this meeting is that the United States has 

never won a war. 

In Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and Syria, what they have done is destroy the 

infrastructure of those countries, assassinate millions of innocent people and 

drag several million families away from their homes, with their children, parents 

and grandchildren.  

 

In Girón, Cuba, they supported an invasion and were defeated in 72 hours, with 

over 1,500 mercenaries captured who were later exchanged for food for 

children. 

In 1975 they were noisily defeated in the Vietnam War. They left, hanging from 

their helicopters, leaving behind their equipment and weapons. 

In Nicaragua they prepared the aggression from Honduras, spent millions of 

dollars and could not overthrow the Sandinista government. They have been 

good at massacring small countries like Grenada and Panama. 

We propose a world campaign against war, headed by countries with 

revolutionary, democratic governments and by those that defend Human 

Rights. 

 

MILITARY BASES 

-Tres Esquinas, located in the Department of Caquetá, bordering the 

Putumayo. In it operate Yankee troops, operating technical intelligence and 

combat groups, specifically the displacement strategy. In addition to being 

supported by Santa Fe IV, it started with the Plan Colombia. 

-Larandia, located in the Department of Caquetá, lodges elite units of the 

Colombian army and police. Contractors at the service of the United States 

also operate from there. Their counter insurgent and dirty war activities 

against the population are directed by the Southern Command. 

-Tolemaida Air Base, located between the limits of Cundinamarca and Tolima, 

that is why its venue is indistinctly Nilo-Cundinamarca or Melgar-Tolima. 

-Base of Malambo or General Alberto Pauwells Rodriguez. This is the Air 

Combat Command No. 3, entrusted with the territorial control of the Caribbean 

coast of Colombia from its venue in Barranquilla. 

-Cartagena Naval Base, on the Caribbean coast of Colombia, Atlantic Ocean, 

Department of Bolívar. Operation center for officials from contractor enterprises 

and from the British and Israeli Intelligence Services. 

-Naval Base of Málaga Bay, close to Buenaventura, Department of the Cauca 

Valley, on the Pacific Ocean.  
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“70 YEARS OF NATO, ITS MILITARY BASES AND IMPERIALIST WARS” 
 

By Iraklis Tsavdaridis 

Dear Comrades of the Cuban Movement for Peace and the Sovereignty of the 

Peoples              

Dear Comrades and Friends, fellow fighters for a world of peace and social 

justice 

It is always a special occasion and privilege to be here in Cuba and particularly 

in the Cuban province of Guantanamo, few miles away from the illegally 

occupied territory of the Guantanamo base and its concentration camp by the 

USA, against the sovereign will of the Cuban people and its government. We 

salute the Cuban people, the brave people who celebrated recently the 58th 

anniversary of the battle at the Bay of Pigs, where the Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Cuba smashed the imperialist invaders defending the sovereignty of 

the country and the right to decide upon their path as it has started 60 years 

ago with the triumph of the Revolution under the leadership of its Commander 

in Chief Fidel Castro.  

 

  

Air Base of Palanquero or Germán Olano Base, close to the Magdalena 

River, between the departments of Cundinamarca and Tolima, with a 3,500 

meter landing strip and capacity for at least 60 airplanes that can fly to the 

Patagonia or any part of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Base de Apiay, in the Eastern plains, Department of the Meta, established for 

control of the intersection of the Orinoquía and the Amazonía. 

System of radars installed in Guaviare and Amazonas. Command groups of 

the Yankee Special Elite Forces (SEAL) operate in the School of Special Rural 

Forces of Barrancón, in El Guaviare. They are in connection with Fort Bening, 

where part of the School of the Americas is located. Other forces are those of 

the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol, among other British and Israeli forces. 

The 18th Brigade and the 5th Mobile Brigade in the Department of 
Arauca are headed by Yankee officials and intelligence agents of the 
Israeli Mossad, both in the operations to protect the Caño Limón Coveñas 
oil pipeline and in the performance of counter insurgence operations, for 
which purpose they are in contact with the paramilitary groups acting in 
Colombia.  
 
Among many other points where Yankee and other foreign forces 
operate is San José del Guaviare airport, with presence of Dyncorp, 
Matcom, and TRW contractors, responsible for the maintenance of Black 
Hawk helicopters and  the air fumigation of coca plantations. On the other 
hand, the Marandua Base is located in the Department of Vichada, where 
a system of radars and communications has been installed that is 
controlled by the National Security Agency (NSA) of the United States 
Department of Defense. 
 
Source: 
YANKEE MILITARY BASES IN COLOMBIA 
(A Re-colonization Strategy of the Accursed Empire), pp. 24-25 
By Jesús Santrich, member of the Political Council of the party 
Alternative Revolutionary Force of the Common (FARC) 
 
 
 

17 



 

We congratulate on behalf of the WPC the Cuban Peace Movement and the 

ICAP for keeping up this very important issue of the Guantanamo Base for 

several years providing the space for many dozens of organizations to 

exchange information and plan actions for the abolition of all Foreign Military 

Bases in the world. Guantanamo has to shut down! If in almost all other cases 

of US foreign military bases somebody can “claim” that the respective 

governments of the “host countries” are willingly accepting and cooperating with 

the US and NATO, in the case of Guantanamo is absolutely not the case. On 

the contrary. Furthermore, it is a disgrace for humanity and the United Nations 

to tolerate the operation of a camp of torture by the USA beyond and above any 

sense of civilization and human civil rights. 

The WPC which has recently completed 70 years of struggle in the service for 

a world of peace and social justice and stood always firm in its anti-imperialist 

approach, always on the side of the poor and the oppressed. For us the Foreign 

Military bases are clearly an instrument of imperialist domination, an instrument 

of interference in the domestic affairs of countries but above all military 

installations for imperialist aggression and wars around the world.  

The USA along with its allies from the EU today are operating militarily in all 

corners of the world, having their armed wing, NATO, as the powerful war 

machinery. The history of humanity of the last 70 years is full of interference, of 

military Coups d’ Etat and violent regime changes, of wars and occupation, of 

bombings and destruction, death and misery, for which the almost 1.000 foreign 

military bases in the world are being used. It is has to be noted that over 90% 

of those Military bases belong to the USA and to NATO. The Military bass are 

linked with the powerful fleets of the USA, in the Mediterranean Sea, the Pacific 

Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the South American Fleet and hundreds of 

thousands of troops and not to forget the thousands of nuclear war heads which 

are a permanent threat to world peace. NATO which founded on 4th April 1949 

as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization was never a defensive organism, it 

was always there to defend the interests of the powerful western nations, its 

monopolies and multinational corporations and it constitutes a lie that it was 

created in order to compete with the Warsaw pact, since that was founded only 

5 years later and as we all know it was dissolved in 1991.  

The opposition of the WPC to NATO derives from its founding days. Especially 

after 1991 and the dissolution of the USSR and the socialist camp in Europe, 

NATO’s existence and expansion appears even more provocative.  

NATO’s expansion towards the East, its aggression against the peoples of 

Yugoslavia in 1999 marked new qualitative and aggressive characteristics of it.  

The global peace movement was confronted with a situation where the 

consequent anti-war forces, the truly peace loving forces had to take sides, 

whether with the aggressor NATO or with the peoples under aggression. One 

of the results of the dirty bombardment of 78 days by NATO in Yugoslavia was 

also the creation of the biggest US Military Base in the world, the Camp 

Bondsteel, at the US/NATO protectorate of Kosovo, which was illegally 

separated from the sovereignty of Serbia. 

The US and NATO has since then carried out invasions and wars in Afghanistan 

(from 2001 till today), in Iraq (from 2003 till today), in Syria (from 2011 till today), 

in Libya (from 2011 till today) and carries out still a war with huge humanitarian 

consequences together with Saudi Arabia in Yemen. In all the above cases new 

military bases have been installed. The USA and its NATO allies are currently 

involved in 36 military operations in North, West and East Africa. The US and 

NATO have openly supported a Coup d’ Etat in Ukraine in 2014 where 

reactionary and pro-Nazi forces came to power. In all above mentioned cases 

NATO is cooperating with the European Union, which is building its Euro-army, 

the Permanent Structural Cooperation (PESCO), the Battle Groups and the 

European Interventions’ Initiative composed by 9 member states.  

NATO has deployed bases and troops on a belt from the Baltic States till 

Bulgaria, encircling the Russian Federation, with “Missile Defense Shields” in 

Poland and Romania, in order to be able to threaten its “enemies” without the 

chance of retaliation. NATO has carried out last year in 2018 one of the biggest 

war drills in the Nordic countries (the Trident Juncture) aiming at the same time 

to affiliate Sweden and Finland into its ranks. The networks of cooperation (e.g. 

the Partnership for Peace -PfP) of NATO include countries in all continents. 

NATO has incorporated almost all Balkan countries and is planning to do so 

with Cyprus. Recently NATO has announced the affiliation of Colombia and its 

clear intention to affiliate also Brazil! Israel, the main aggressor and occupation 

force in Palestine and the Middle East, is already close partner of NATO. In a 

world dominated by imperialism NATO is the “world sheriff”, is the finger on the 

trigger of the biggest war machine in human history. 

All the above we were able to discuss and elaborate last November in Dublin at 

the International Conference against US/NATO Military Bases where Cuba was 

present with the President of MOVPAZ Silvio Platero, but also with a special 
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keynote speaker and guest, our beloved Aleida Guevara. In Dublin but also in 

our own WPC meetings it was agreed to launch the 23rd February every year 

as a Global Day of action against Foreign Military bases, a date clearly inspired 

by the struggle of the Cuban people against the Guantanamo base, since this 

was the date the agreement was signed 116 years ago. 

But what is really behind so many imperialist wars and aggression in the world, 

which are spreading death, destruction, misery and flow of refugees and 

displaced people? Sometimes the answer is too obvious, at least for the peace 

loving forces which are committed to the struggle for peace in the world. The 

answer is always related to the aims and plans of the imperialists to control 

energy and other natural resources, the pipelines and roads of transport, the 

markets and of course the geo-strategical control of spheres of influence. The 

imperialists have no scruple for any bloody adventure in order to achieve their 

goals. They often even compete between themselves about who will take the 

bigger share, but they are all united when it comes to confront the popular 

protests and uprisings. 

The recent developments in the Region of Latin America with the revival of the 

“Monroe Doctrine” and the increasing aggressiveness of imperialism speak for 

itself. The US are openly targeting Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela sharpening 

the ideological confrontation and applying more and more economical and 

political sanctions.  

The attempted Coup in Venezuela last January with a self-proclaimed puppet 

of the US as ‘interim president”, does not only constitute a clear violation of 

every sense of International Law and the UN Founding Charter, it reminds us 

also of the darkest times of US imperialist interventions, dictatorships and 

military aggressions in Latin America. The reactionary forces of the local 

oligarchy tried to overthrow the legitimately elected President of the Bolivarian 

Republic of Venezuela, in close cooperation with the USA, the European Union 

and reactionary governments of the “Lima Group” in order to take over the rich 

mineral resources of Venezuela, they did not hesitate to attack the vital 

electricity system of the country, while the US commander of the “Commando 

Sur” declares standby waiting for orders to start military operations. The WPC 

witnessed with its International Solidarity Mission few weeks ago to Venezuela 

the coordinated actions of the local oligarchy with the imperialists from US and 

EU, the economic war and the blockade, aiming at strangling the Venezuelan 

people so that it will revolt against its government. 

 

We express our full-hearted solidarity with the people of Venezuela and in 

particular with the anti-imperialist forces and our member organization COSI, in 

the struggle to defend the sovereignty of the country, their achievements and 

their right to determine alone and without foreign interference the destiny of the 

country and its natural resources. The region around Venezuela is full of Military 

Bases of the USA and of NATO. Apart from Colombia, where the US has US 

troops, there are the Dutch Antilles with Aruba and Curacao where the F16s of 

the US air Force are permanently coming and going. The 4th Fleet of the US 

Navy is omnipresent in the sub-continent. As WPC we denounce these 

aggressive plans against the peoples of the region. 

Allow me here to refer to one of the most important hot-spots in the World, the 

Middle East, an area with huge number of US/NATO military bases, with 

thousands of foreign troops and of course with rich reserves of mineral 

resources. The imperialist plan for the “Greater Middle East” endorsed by NATO 

includes military invasions, occupation, violent regime change, border changes 

etc. The imperialists did not hesitate to create, train and fund fundamentalist 

mercenaries recruited from 80 countries for their purpose. Syria was and is in 

the epicenter of their plans. It is the same scheme as we have seen before in 

other cases. To create through military interventions and destruction chaos and 

misery, then to claim a humanitarian crisis and blame the victims so that the 

imperialists and their allies can come to “safe” the victims and take their energy 

resources for their multinationals. In the case of the Syrian people and its army 

significant victories were marked the recent period, but the country is still under 

partial occupation. In the Northwest of Syria by Turkish troops and in the North 

East by the US and NATO forces.  

In the middle of the crisis we are witnessing the ongoing slow genocide of the 

Palestinian people by the Israeli occupation in the Gaza Strip and West Bank, 

whereas the settlements and land robbing continue along with the Judaization 

of Jerusalem and the deprivation of political rights for Non-jewish citizens in 

Israel. 

As WPC we reiterate our full support to the struggle of the Palestinian people to 

end the occupation and for their right to establish an independent and viable 

State within the borders of pre 4th June 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital. 

We call upon and struggle for the recognition of such State by governments and 

the UN and reject the imperialist maneuvers and hypocrisy towards Palestine 

by equating victims and aggressors. 

 19 



 

Cuba serves since 60 years as source of inspiration for the peoples of Latin 

America, for the peoples of the world. 

The WPC in its 70 years of history did never surrender to the theories of so-

called “neutrality” when it came to the just cause of the peoples struggling for 

their right to become the masters in their land and decide over their wealth.The 

WPC stood always firm on the side of the Poor and the Oppressed, always 

guided by its desire to struggle for a world free from imperialist exploitation and 

wars, for a world of peace and social justice! 

 

Allow me here to refer for short to the situation in Greece in regards to my 

country’s closest ever cooperation with the USA, NATO and Israel. The 

extension of the Mutual Defense Cooperation Agreement between Greece and 

USA, which was signed on October of 2017 by the two governments, paved the 

way for Greece to become an enormous US – NATO base. Not only upgrades 

all the existing bases and headquarters such as the group of facilities in Crete 

(including the air base, the naval base, the firing range) that plays a special role 

in all imperialist wars and interventions, but also creates new ones all over the 

Greece (with a base for helicopters, a new naval base and a base for drones) 

and discuss even the possibility of transferring nuclear weapons to an old US 

base. Greece currently is spending 2,4% of its GDP for military expenses guided 

by the NATO principles and is therefore is being congratulated by US president 

Trump. The cooperation with Israel has never been “better”, common cabinet 

meetings, common military exercises and exchanges on all levels, while the 

Greek government does not recognize the independent State of Palestine. 

Dear friends 

NATO, the biggest war machinery of history and armed wing of the US- and EU-

imperialism, has marked its 70th anniversary on April 4th 2019 with a summit in 

Washington D.C. Based on our campaign “Yes to Peace-No to NATO” the WPC 

has organized its own Anti-NATO conference on 31st March in Washington 

together with the USPC, for the first time in our history on US soil. Likewise we 

supported and participated in the anti-NATO protest Rally on 30th March, 

organized by a broad coalition of US movements amongst which the USPC the 

and United Anti-War Coalition (UNAC) just few hundred meters away from the 

White House. It is very important to tell you that the WPC was invited and spoke 

in this historical rally. In our speech in Washington we reiterated and underlined 

amongst others the WPC position and demand of the closure of the US base of 

Guantanamo and the return of the territory to Cuba. The Rally was also dedicated 

to the solidarity with the people of Venezuela and against the imperialist threats 

towards it. 

Dear Friends and Comrades 

The people of Cuba and in particular the people here in Guantanamo are not 

only brave. They also represent the dignity of the Cuban people, the commitment 

to their Revolution and their determination not to give up till the final victory and 

the return of the sovereign territory to its owners, the Cuban people.  

 

U.S. AND NATO BUILDUP IN EASTERN EUROPE AND SCANDINAVIA 

By Ann Wright 

The 70th anniversary of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 

held in Washington, DC April 3 and 4. Many organizations came to 

Washington to challenge the antagonistic approach to Russia that has made 

Europe another crisis area after more than 25 years of the Cold War having 

faded into history. 

Over the last decade, the U.S. and NATO have been actively securing military 

bases in the Baltic, Scandinavian and Eastern European countries along the 

border of Russia. 

In Estonia, there is a NATO battalion lead by the UK and composed of 800 

troops from Denmark and France with 4 German Typhoon jets performing 

Baltic “Air Policing” missions. 

In Latvia, there is a 1,200-person battalion led by Canada and composed of 

military personnel from Albania, Italy, Poland, Spain and Slovenia. 

In Lithuania, a 1,200-person battalion is led by Germany with military 

personnel from Belgium, Croatia, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands and 

Norway with 4 Dutch F-16 jet performing Baltic “Air Policing” missions. 

In Poland, there is a U.S. Aegis land-based missile system and a 4,000 U.S. 

lead battalion with heavy armor, including 250 tanks, Bradley Fighting 

Vehicles and Paladin howitzers. 
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In Romania, the U.S. has placed an Aegis land-based missile system, the first 

in Europe since the Cold War. 

In the north of Europe in Scandinavia, NATO’s biggest military exercises since 

the end of the Cold War, named Trident Juncture 18, took place in Norway from 

October 25 to November 7, 2018 in what was a massive display of strength 

intended to intimidate Russia. 

Around 50,000 troops from 31 countries -- NATO's 29-member states 

plus Sweden and Finland -- took part in the maneuvers organized in 

central Norway for the land exercises, in the North Atlantic and the Baltic Sea 

for the maritime operations, and in Norwegian, Swedish and Finnish airspace. 

That is about 10,000 more soldiers than in the Strong Resolve exercises 

in Poland in 2002, which brought together Alliance members and 11 partner 

states.  

10,000 vehicles took part in the military exercises and when lined up end-to-

end, the convoy would be 92 kilometers or 57 miles long.  250 aircraft and 60 

ships took part, including the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 

Truman. 

More than 20,000 land forces, as well as 24,000 navy personnel including US 

Marines, 3,500 air force personnel, around 1,000 logistics specialists and 1,300 

personnel from a range of NATO Commands participated. 

The top five contributing nations were the United States, Germany, 

Norway, Britain and Sweden, in that order. 

In 2017, despite strong protests from Russia, 330 US Marines deployed on 

rotation to the Norwegian training base atVærnes in the center of Norway. The 

US wants to increase the number of US military to 700 and station them further 

north at Setermoen, 420 kilometers from Russia.The US deployment 

agreement would also be extended from the current six-month renewable 

periods to five years. 

Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 is the rationale NATO used to increase 

US/NATO personnel in central and eastern Europe.  The Russian government 

has repeatedly and strongly criticized the deployment of U.S. forces in Norway. 

 

 
21 



 

22 

Since Russia’s invasion of Crimea in 2014,  Poland has been an key element of 

the increased U.S. presence in Eastern Europe, including repeat deployments 

of the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team to show the rapid mobilization U.S. 

and NATO forces could provide in the case of another incursion. In August the 

Air Force deployed five F-22 Raptors and 40 airmen to Poland to take part in 

joint exercises there. 

The U.S. also announced last week that U.S. Army Europe was expanding its 

troop presence by adding 1,500 soldiers to its forces in Germany. 

 

There are 33,000 U.S. troops in Germany and a total of 64,112 U.S. military in 

Europe. 

The Polish defense ministry proposal lists the country’s regions of Bydgoszcz 

and Toruń as possible locations for the hypothetical U.S. armored division. 

Additionally, NATO’s Joint Force Training Center is already headquartered in 

Bydgoszcz.  

US military presence in Europe reached its peak in the fifties with more than 

450,000 troops operating on more than 1,200 sites. After the end of the Cold 

War the US military presence in Europe rapidly decreased to 213,000 

servicemen, and later in 1993 it decreased even further to 112,000 

servicemen. Today there are 33,000 American troops permanently stationed 

across Europe. Military infrastructure and the US military in Europe (EUCOM) 

can be classified in sections. 

 

Military Infrastructure: 

 Main operating bases are large installations able to accommodate 

relatively large number of permanently stationed troops with well-

established infrastructure. 

 Forward-operating sites are primarily used by rotating forces. These 

installations are capable for adaptation depending on the 

circumstances. 

 Cooperative security locations usually have no permanently 

stationed troops and are maintained by contractor or host-nation 

support. 

EUCOM is responsible for military operations, partnering, general security 

enhancement as part of United States forward defensive posture. EUCOM has 

five components: US Naval Forces Europe (NAVEUR), US Army Europe 

(USAREUR), US Air Force in Europe (USAFE), US Marine Force Europe 

(MARFOREUR), US Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR). 

 US Naval Forces Europe (NAVEUR) provides overall command, 

control and coordination for all US maritime assets currently deployed 

in Europe   

 

 

https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2017/01/30/u-s-and-polish-troops-hold-first-joint-training-in-poland/
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2017/01/30/u-s-and-polish-troops-hold-first-joint-training-in-poland/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2018/09/15/the-effort-to-counter-russian-aggression-in-europe-is-growing-daily/


 

 US Army Europe (USAREUR) is located in Wiesbaden, Germany. At 

the peak of the Cold War the US Army had almost 300,000 troops 

deployed in Europe, today the core of USAREUR is formed by two 

brigade combat teams and an aviation brigade located in Germany and 

Italy. 

 US Air Force in Europe (USAFE) has eight main bases in Europe with 

approximately 39,000 active, reserve and civilian personnel. USAFE 

supports ongoing missions in Europe and was particularly active during 

the crisis in Libya. 

 US Marine Force Europe (MARFOREUR) was formed in the eighties 

with less than 200 marines, today the command is set in Böblingen, 

Germany with approximately 1,500 marines assigned to support 

EUCOM and NATO missions. MARFOREUR was active in the Balkans, 

and has regular military exercises especially with the Norwegian forces.  

 US Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR) provides 

peace time planning and operation control of special operation forces 

during unconventional warfare in EUCOMs area of responsibility. 

SOCEUR participated in various capacity-building missions and 

evacuation missions especially in Africa, it had an active role in the 

Balkans during the nineties and supported combat operations during the 

Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

Beside French and British nuclear capabilities the US has also maintained a 

significant number of nuclear warheads across Europe. During the Cold War 

era US had more than 2,500 nuclear warheads in Europe, however after the 

end of the Cold War and the fall of the Soviet Union that number rapidly 

decreased. Today according to some unofficial estimates, the US has around 

150 to 250 warheads deployed in Italy, Turkey, Germany, Netherlands and 

Belgium. It should be noted that most of these weapons are free fall gravity 

bombs delivered by aircrafts. 

Though most of the nuclear weapons are in Western Europe total disarmament 

and removal of these warheads is highly unlikely, considering the situation in 

Ukraine and in the Middle East. There are two types of bases currently used to 

hold nuclear weapons in Europe: Nuclear Air Bases and Air Bases with Nuclear 

vaults in caretaker status.  

 

 

"Number of Military and DoD Appropriated Fund (APF) Civilian Personnel Permanently 

Assigned By Duty Location and Service/Component (as of December 31, 

2018)". Defense Manpower Data Center. February 11, 2018. 
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Nuclear Air Bases are Lakenheath (UK), Volkel (Netherlands), KleineBroggle 

(Belgium), Buchel (Germany), Ramstein (Germany), Ghadei Torre (Italy), 

Aviano (Italy) and Incirlik(Turkey).  

Air Bases with Nuclear vaults in caretaker status are in Norvenich (Germany), 

Araxos (Greece), Balikesir (Turkey), Akinci (Turkey). Germany has the most 

U.S. nuclear weapons with the potential storage of more than 150 bombs. All 

these weapons can be moved and shifted to other bases or other countries if 

desired. 

 U.S. Bases located in the United Kingdom 

o Menwith Hill Air Base 

o Mildenhall Air Base 

o Alcon Bury Air Base 

o Croughton Air Base 

o Fairford Air Base 

 

 U.S. Bases located in Germany 

o USAG Hohenfels 

o USAG Weisbaden 

o USAG Hessen 

o USAG Schweinfurt 

o USAG Bamberg 

o USAG Grafenwoehr 

o USAG Ansbach 

o USAG Darmstadt 

o USAG Heidelberg 

o USAG Stuttgart 

 

o USAG Kaiserslautern 

o USAG Baumholder 

o Spangdahlem Air Base 

o Ramstein Air Base 

o Panzer Kaserne (U.S. Marine base) 

 U.S. Bases located in Belgium 

o USAG Benelux 

o USAG Brussels 

 U.S. Bases located in Netherlands 

o USAG Schinnen 

o Joint Force Command 

 U.S. Bases located in Italy 

o Aviano Air Base 

o Caserma Ederle 

o Camp Darby 

o NSA La Maddalena 

o NSA Gaeta 

o NSA Naples 

o NSA Sigonella 

 Bases located in Serbia/Kosovo 

o Camp Bondsteel 
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 U.S. Bases located in Bulgaria 

o Graf Ignatievo Air Base 

o Bezmer Air Base 

o Aitos Logistics Center 

o Novo Selo Range 

 U.S. Bases located in Greece 

o NSA Souda Bay 

 U.S. Bases located in Turkey 

o Izmir Air Base 

o Incirlik Air Base 

Conclusion: 

Tragically, the Russian annexation of Crimea has given war-hawks in both the 

U.S. and NATO the rationale they feel they need to dramatically increase the 

number and strength of aggressive military exercises in Scandinavia and the 

Baltic countries. 

Additionally, the confrontation of U.S. and Russian military and foreign 

policies in Syria and in Venezuela have been the justification of an increase 

in the U.S. military budget, while the Russian government has a budget of 

only one-tenth of the U.S. budget and is very small when compared to the 

combined military budgets of all 29-NATO countries. 
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