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President Trump has submitted a 2020 budget targeting $750 billion, a staggering 69% of the budget
Congress votes on, to wage even more wars and profit the Military Industrial Complex. He pays for it
by stealing funds from Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid and gutting public services like food
stamps, clean air and water, education and much more. Join with the Peace Council to build massive
opposition to defeat and reverse this cruel and devastating budget.
On March 11, President Trump submitted his $750 billion FY 2020 military budget to the Congress.
According to the Wall Street Journal, his proposed military budget includes “adding $33 billion to fund
efforts against China and Russia ... North Korea and Iran,” and expand the so-called US war on terror “in
Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and other nations.” According to the Journal, the Pentagon’s proposed 2020
budget, which shows “a 5% increase” over the 2019 budget, “includes $165 billion for overseas military
operations.”1
The $750 billion number, however, is absolutely misleading. This number does not include other war and
military-related expenses that are listed under other government agencies’ budgets. The actual FY2020
military budget includes the following items: $576 billion baseline budget for the Department of Defense;
an additional $174 billion for the Pentagon’s Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO), i.e., the war
budget; $93.1 billion for the Department of Veterans Affairs; $51.7 billion for Homeland Security; $42.8
billion for State Department; an additional $26.1 billion for State Department’s Overseas Contingency
Operations (regime change slush fund); $16.5 billion for the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear
Security Administration (nuclear weapons budget); $21 billion for NASA (militarizing outer space?); plus
$267.4 billion for all other government agencies, including funding for FBI and Cybersecurity in the
Department of Justice. The FY2020 Discretionary Budget also includes $8.6 billion in funding for the
southern border wall, split between increased funding for the Department of Homeland Security and
funding for military construction.2
In fact, the proposed FY2020 military and war budget makes up $989 billion of the Federal Government’s
$1,426 billion Discretionary Budget.3 This represents a staggering 69 percent of the total Federal
Discretionary Budget for FY2020!4
Since 2015, the total US military and war budget has jumped from $736.4 billion to $989.0 billion, a $252.6
billion (about 35%) increase in five years! And since 2001, the government has spent $2.4 trillion (more
than 10% of United States’ annual GDP) on the so-called “War on Terror!” As a result of these
astronomical military expenditures, which have consistently increased in the past several decades, the
Federal Government’s total national debt currently stands at $22.028 trillion (105% of the current GDP
and more than three times that of 2000); and the amount of interest the government will be paying on this
debt is $479 billion for fiscal year 2020 alone.5
As mind-boggling as these numbers are, their true destructive impact will not be clear unless we look at
the simultaneous cuts in the government’s non-military spending. In Trump’s FY2020 proposed
Discretionary Budget, the total funds allocated to the Departments of Education ($64 billion), Health and
Human Services ($89.6 billion) and Housing and Urban Development ($37.6 billion) together add up to a
mere $191.2 billion, i.e., less than 13 percent of the total Discretionary Budget, less than 20 percent of the
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total military budget, and less than 40 percent of the interest being paid on the $22 trillion debt
accumulated as a result of excessive military expenditure through decades.
Trump’s FY2020 budget, while increasing the military budget by $33 billion, openly proposes direct cuts
in spending on all social needs — Social Security, Medicaid and Medicare, food stamps, clean air and
water, education, and much more. Here are some of biggest proposed budget cuts:6
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

$1.5 trillion in cuts to Medicaid over 10 years, implementing work requirements as well as
eliminating the Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act. The budget instead adds $1.2
trillion for a “Market Based Health Care Grant” — block grant to states, instead of paying by
need. It’s not clear whether that would be part of Medicaid.
An $845 billion cut to Medicare over 10 years, about a 10 percent cut ....
$25 billion in cuts to Social Security over 10 years, including cuts to disability insurance.
A $220 billion cut to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), commonly referred to
as food stamps, over 10 years, including mandatory work requirements. The program currently
serves around 45 million people.
A $21 billion cut to Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, an already severely underfunded
cash-assistance program for the nation’s poorest.
$207 billion in cuts to the student loan program, eliminating the Public Service Loan Forgiveness
program and cutting subsidized student loans....
Overall, there is a 9 percent cut to non-defense programs, which would hit Section 8 housing
vouchers, public housing programs, Head Start, the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
nutrition program, and Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, among others. Here’s a
breakdown from the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, a liberal leaning think tank:

An important feature of the Trump administration’s proposed military budgets has been the consistent
reduction in the share of Pentagon’s normal operational budget and a drastic increase in the share of its
Overseas Contingency Operations (war) budget. The US is currently involved in at least 14 ongoing wars
and the Trump administration is pushing for new ones with Iran and Venezuela, while Cuba, Nicaragua
and others are on their waiting list. The increase in the OCO portion of the military budget is also aimed
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at accelerating the building of a vast arsenal of weapons, including new nuclear weapons, and expanding
military bases in foreign countries on nearly every continent as launching pads for new aggressive wars
against other countries.
There is no doubt that this huge redirection of social funds toward military and war expenditure is a
result of the increasingly belligerent and militaristic US foreign policy, which is being carried out under
the guise of the so-called “War on Drugs,” “War on Terror,” and “Humanitarian Intervention” — all
covers for the US imperialism’s violent drive to dominate the world.
To stop this belligerent and militaristic foreign policy, which is pushing the whole of humanity toward an
irreversible catastrophe, the source of its funding must be urgently cut off. We must stop the runaway
United States war budget if we want to safeguard the survival of humanity.
Where is the Congress?
Where are the Presidential Candidates?
Where is the National Debate on the Military Budget and the War Policy?
One would expect that the gravity of the present situation — 14 ongoing wars, allocation of 69 percent of
the social resources to war and destruction, drastic cuts is social services, thus causing tremendous
suffering for the majority American people, especially the most vulnerable social groups: the aged, poor,
low-income working families, communities of color, immigrants, unemployed, etc., etc.) — would bring
the issue of the military budget and the war policy to the top of the national agenda in this election cycle.
But, ironically, there is almost a total silence about all of this both in the Congress and among the
presidential candidates of both establishment parties.
Rather than totally rejecting the obscene funding of this militaristic drive, the “opposition” Democratic
Party in Congress is once again compromising on the lives of the people of the United States in exchange
for some crumbs thrown at them by the Trump Administration. But we cannot provide for the desperate
needs of civil society as long as the treasure of our people is poured into weapons and war.
It is long overdue that the American people raise their voices and take to action against the economic and
militaristic crimes that are being committed against them, and the rest of the world, by both ruling
parties.
We call on the American public to resist and oppose this military attack on our communities, our
livelihoods and our lives. We must act urgently to force the Congress to reject and reverse the Trump
Administration’s military budget and the US Government’s militaristic foreign policy.
We must act decisively now!
— Demand from your Representative and Senator vote against the military budget and the
militaristic US foreign policy. Take a delegation their offices.
— Demand that the issue of war and peace and the military budget be included in every presidential
debate.
— Educate and organize members of your community against the US war policy.
— Sign the U.S. Peace Council Petition against the military budget and ask all your friends and
acquaintances to do the same.
Urgent action is needed to stop this runaway war machine!
U.S. Peace Council • PO Box 3105, New Haven, CT 06515 • (203) 387-0371 • USPC@USPeaceCouncil.org • www.uspeacecouncil.org

1

Wall Street Journal, March 11, 2019.
Kimberly Amadeo, The Balance, https://www.thebalance.com/current-us-discretionary-federal-budget-and-spending3306308, updated March 13, 2019.
3
Federal Government’s Discretionary Budget includes all Federal Budget categories except Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid, which are under Mandatory part of the Federal Budget.
4
Kimberly Amadeo, op. cit.
5
op. cit., https://www.thebalance.com/current-u-s-federal-budget-deficit-3305783
6
Tara Golshan, Vox, https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/3/11/18259789/trumps-2020-budget-proposal-cuts, March
11, 2019.
2

U.S. Peace Council • PO Box 3105, New Haven, CT 06515 • (203) 387-0371 • USPC@USPeaceCouncil.org • www.uspeacecouncil.org

