Delegation of the World Peace Council
Visits the People’s Democratic Republic of Laos for the first time
A delegation of the World Peace Council visited on 21,22 and 23 November 2007 the People’s Democratic Republic of Laos, and its capital Vientiane,invited by the Lao Peace and Solidarity Committee.The delegation was composed by Iraklis Tsavdaridis,Executive Secretary of WPC and representative of EEDYE,Yul Jabour General Secretary of COSI Venezuela and MP,Sandra Benfica,member of the Secretariat of the CPPC Portugal and Maria Zaida Chmaruk,member of the board of MOPASSOL Argentine.
The visit started with a meeting with the leadership of the Lao Peace and Solidarity Committee,tradional member of the WPC, headed by Somsanouk Mixay, General Secretary, which allowed an important exchange of opinions and information on the current international situation, on the work carried out by both organizations and on the steps leading to the deepening of their relationship. It was with particular pleasure that the WPC delegation, conveyed the first official invitation for the participation in the World Peace Assembly,in April 2008 in Caracas, an invitation which was received with enthusiasm and as a sign of the growing dynamism of the World Peace Council and of its capacity to meet the enormous demands raised by the international situation, marked by the increased aggressiveness of imperialism.
The WPC delegation was received very warmly and had many opportunities to meet and talk with leaders of the government and the Lao People's Revolutionary Party.It was attended by the comrades Boun Nhang Xasanavong, General Dierector of the International relations of the Mass Organisations Department of the LPRParty.

 A special moment was the meeting with the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs comrade Hiem Phommachanh,member of the Politburo of the  LPR Party,in which the situation in the region and the world was discussed.

Besides the strong common committment in strengthening bilateral relations, to reinforce the international peace movement, the delegation also got acquainted with the social and economic situation in Laos and the outstanding undergoing projects to develop the country.
Despite the short time of the visit the WPC had the chance to visit the Vientiane province and observe the important steps and achievements, especially at the Nam Ngum Hydropower plant, as well as the Rehabilitation Centre Koutsambath, founded in 1992 which is hosting the the direct victims- and their families – of the dirty US War against Vietnam. 

That occasion was lived with emotion, during which the WPC expressed its heartfelt respect and solidarity to the people of Laos, to their heroic struggle and key role –so often forgotten- in the defeat of US imperialism in the Vietnam War. We should not forget that from 1964 to 1973, 3 million tons of cluster bombs were dropped over Laos (1 ton per inhabitant at the time) and 30 years after the end of the war, around 30% of them have still not exploded, being a genuine prolonged crime against the people of Laos and still without a solution in sight. 
The Lao Peace and Solidarity Committee assured the WPC delegation about is active participation in the Assembly in Caracas and the disposition to contribute to its success.
