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Contribution of Iraklis Tsavdaridis, Executive Secretary of WPC and member of the Secretariat of EEDYE

“the New World Order, Solidarity with peoples under aggression, occupation and blockade-The role of the peace Movements”

Dear comrades and friends

Allow me to congratulate warmly the host of this extremely important conference and salute the thousands of active peace fighters of the Portuguese Council for Peace and Cooperation, which serves as the regional Coordinator for Europe in our WPC.

            Today, it is clear that the international reality that ensued from the overthrow of Socialism in Europe causes great concern to the whole world about where humanity is heading to. Since 1991, we saw the first Gulf war with the intervention in Iraq, the dispersal of the united Yugoslavia by the intervention of USA and NATO first in Bosnia-Herzegovina and then in Serbia and Kosovo. 

             For the first time after the end of the Second World War in 1945, the peoples of Europe were seeing again the imperialist atrocities returning to the heart of Europe, to intervene militarily and to shatter countries, to mark new borders and to create protectorates under the full control of the USA, NATO and EU.

             In the end of 2001 there was the intervention in Afghanistan using as a pretext the confrontation of terrorism and as an answer back to the terrorist wounds of the September 11, 2001 in New York and the Pentagon.

              These incidents were the pretext so that USA –taking advantage of their great military superiority- could implement their plans for global domination and subjugation by all means of any voice of resistance.

              Dangerous doctrines appeared: terrorism is now the “invisible enemy” that can be present everywhere. With this pretext, the Bush Administration took measures of violation the fundamental rights and liberties with the so-called «patriotic act». The CIA is now officially permitted to assassinate foreign leaders or other individuals deemed to be dangerous to US interests.


Corresponding measures have been instituted in the EU, in Arab states, in Russian Federation, in India and in most other countries as well.

              By formulating the idea of the “axis of evil”, USA can interfere in every country that they consider it has relations with terrorists or confront the US interests. In the front line of this “axis” are Iraq, Iran, Cuba, DPR Korea and more than sixty countries follow.

            USA also formulated the most dangerous doctrine; the preemptive war. Only by the suspicion of being threatened by some state, they consider they have the right to militarily intervene! Moreover, with their new nuclear doctrine, their nuclear missiles target not only other nuclear powers such as the Russian Federation or PR China, but also countries that do not have nuclear arms but are suspects of having weapons of mass destruction and can threaten the interests of the USA!


              These doctrines were first implemented in Afghanistan and following during 2003 in the second military intervention against Iraq. But it is very clear, for one thing in the case of Iraq, that the official US arguments were totally a fiasco.


It is for that purpose that the USA “has” to establish their “National Missile Defense Shield”, with Radar Bases in Czech Republic and Missile Bases in Poland. To be able to avoid any retaliation of anybody threatening at the same time with first strike in order to push forward their imperialist interests in the world.

But the USA is not alone in its war drive policies. It is being escorted or competed by its allies in Europe, concretely the EU, who is militarizing itself more and more, and by that showing their real face to the world. The EU itself is pushing forward in creating military intervention forces, battle troops and naval groups. Just now they decided to deploy such forces in Chad and the Central African Republic. The European defense line has shifted thousands of kilometers southwards into the African continent. The EU is cooperating and competing at the same time, like Russia is doing as well, with the USA for their shares in the today’s imperialist dominated world.


There can not be any illusion about the role of the EU, especially today when the ruling forces are openly telling their plans, whether through the “European Constitution” (or its reformed Euro-treaty), or through the NATO the G8 or other mechanisms, where European and US imperialists are committing hand in hand crimes against humanity. No International law is stopping them, no UN founding charter.


What applies now is the law of the jungle. The right of the mighty. The UN is either used to legalize this new imperialist order, or is set aside when the imperialist interests do not find any frame of compromise.


This is what currently is going on with the threats of USA against Iran. It can not be a coincidence that the new French (socialist) Foreign Minister of the conservative President Sarkozy, announces the war against Iran, while at the same time France is negotiating its military re-involvement into NATO. Several European governments are withdrawing their troops from the “bloody war in Iraq” and shifting them to Afghanistan, where things are getting also out of control.


A criminal silence is being kept about the ongoing genocide of the Palestinian people in the EU, while Israel, the biggest aggressor in the region is being rewarded with financial, military and full political support by the USA.


The total military expenditure word wide reached 2006 the amount of 1,2 trillion USD. The half of them only was spent by the USA. 10 % of this amount would be enough to implement the Millennium goals of the UN (2000), for the eradication of poverty in the world.


Instead of this new US and NATO Military bases are being installed, along the line of the oil and the energy roads in the Balkans, Central Asia and Far East Asia. Likewise new US Bases are being deployed in Latin America and the Caribbean in order to intimidate sovereign nations and secure the profits of the Multinational corporations in the region.


But even under such developments and the negative correlation of forces internationally, the peoples have still not spoken their last word. There is a growing conscience in many parts of the world, including the European continent, anti-war sentiments and anti Bases struggles are multiplying again, the movement is gaining back part of its self-confidence, that imperialism is not all powerful.

And we have examples for that:



First of all there is Cuba, this small island of the Revolution only 90 miles away from the biggest aggressor of the world today, defending for almost 50 years now their right to choose their own path of development, a society without exploitation man by man. Cuba and its leadership faced uncountable cases of provocations and attempts to overthrow its system without success. Today Socialist Cuba continues being an example of dignity and peoples’ determination to defend its achievements from all dangers. On this occasion we would like to reiterate our demand for the lifting of the criminal US blockade and the release of the five Cuban political prisoners from the USA.


The WPC expresses its profound solidarity with the Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela, where for the first time policies in favor of the people and the majority of the majority of the society being taken on the path of sovereign and independent exploitation of natural resources under state control and to benefit of the masses. Likewise we salute the cases of Equador and Bolivia, where serious efforts and measures are being taken to recover from the decades of the corrupted and US-submitted regimes of the past.



The World Peace Council wants to underline clearly its position towards the peoples, who are victims of occupation and in struggle for their national liberation and freedom. We consider it a clear right of each people, guaranteed by International law, to resist by all means against occupation. This is how we read and understood the history of humanity. We express our solidarity to the Iraqi people who is resisting the occupation forces. What else was the case of the glorious struggle of the Vietnamese people in their anti-imperialist struggle against the French and US aggressors? Where would they be today and where would be humanity today if theories of “non-violent actions” would have prevailed? Where would be Europe today if the Greek and Yugoslav Partisans would not have resisted the Nazi-occupation in a heroic armed and political struggle? What should the Palestinians do in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, when they are exposed daily to the murderous war machinery of Israel? Would the Cuban Revolution be able to succeed to kick out the dictator regime of Batista only with non-violent actions? What should have done the Koreans who faced first the Japanese colonial rule and then the American aggression under UN flag in 1950-53? The Apartheid regime in South Africa did not collapse only because we all fought politically in our countries so that free and fair elections took place in 1994. The list of similar cases would be too long and maybe unending.


 
The conclusion is that of course we support political solutions of all conflicts, through negotiations and talks. But still every people is responsible to choose the forms and ways how to resist aggressors and occupation, nobody can give to anybody lessons. We have to defend the legitimate right to resist injustice and occupation and not to fall into traps about “terrorism”. The dignity and independence of each people, the right to determine freely its future, is an indispensable value for humankind.



Internationally expressed solidarity is today a very important tool and weapon for the movement. In this context we express our solidarity with the martyr people of Palestine, which is facing the brutal face of Israeli occupation, with the separation wall, the siege and the daily suffering with the check points, reaffirming our support for the only possible solution with the establishment of an independent State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital. 


We express our solidarity to the people of Cyprus, which is suffering as a whole, Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots from the ongoing occupation of big part of their land since 1974 by Turkey and underline the need for a reunification of the island on the basis of a bi-zonal and bi-communal Federation, free from foreign troops and military bases.



Likewise we express our support to the Saharawi people in their strive for self determination with the holding of a free and fair referendum where they will determine the future of Western Sahara.


We stress our concern and feelings of solidarity with the peoples of Ex-Yugoslavia, which have suffered the aggressions and split up of their country by NATO and EU and condemn every effort to create an independent “NATO-state” in Kossovo.


We do not forget the ongoing suffering of the heroic Vietnamese people who faced the dirty war of the USA and the consequences of the toxic “Agent Orange” for hundreds of thousands till today.


We condemn the threats and pressure on the Korean people and the DPRK and reiterate our firm support for the peaceful reunification of the Korean peninsula and the withdrawal of all US troops and weapons from South Korea.


That is why we have not changed our opinion and have not given up our principles; we have not changed sides, we did not become an “NGO” like the ones who just complement the role of the governments from their side. We are the only ones who are really defending the UN founding Charter and the International law. We will not agree with the effort to wash NATO clean from its crimes against humanity by incorporating it into the UN System as civil protection force. We commit ourselves as WPC to be on the side of the poor and the oppressed as previous generations did by giving glory to the WPC.

Injustice and violation of peoples’ rights can not and will not last for ever!

The only Superpower is the peoples of the world!

Long live the Internationalist Solidarity amongst the peoples!

Long live the struggle for peace against imperialism and war!
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