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Dear comrades and friends,

 
On behalf of the World Peace Council, I should like, first of all, to convey greetings thanking everyone who put effort to organize this meeting and in particular, the CPPC for their hard work and hospitality. We are extremely glad and happy to see for the second time in short period such a successful WPC initiative in Europe, for which we congratulate all of you.
There are two different meetings taking place in Portugal today and tomorrow. On one hand there is the Meeting of the Peace Movements, on the other hand the informal Meeting of Ministers of Defense of the European Union.

It would be very interesting to compare the agendas of the two meetings. The meeting of the Ministers of Defense of the EU concerns the following issues:

1. Missions and operations in Western Balkans (Bosnia Herzegovina, Kosovo), Afghanistan, Africa (Sudan, Darfur, Chad, and the Centro- African Republic)
2. EU- NATO Strategic Partnership

3. EU capabilities, EU- UN strategic partnership
4. EU- Africa dialogue
5. Co-operation with the Western Mediterranean Region in light of the 5+5 Initiative ESDP and the Mediterranean (Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya)
Our agenda, the agenda of the Peace movements deals with:

1. Europe and the world- war strategies and militarization in Europe.

2. Defending peace, against militarization and war.

3. International Order, Solidarity with peoples under aggression, occupation and blockade. The role of peace movements.

These two meetings and their different agendas constitute a distinctive example of the two worlds that are in conflict nowadays. On one hand, there is the world of imperialism, war, conflicts, militarization, occupation of foreign countries, struggle for the distribution of the markets and neo- colonialism.  This world is trying to establish the imperialistic domination and the barbaric capitalist system that concentrate wealth in a few hands and intensify poverty and misery.

On the other hand, there is the world of peace and disarmament, the world of friendship, solidarity, independence, freedom and social justice.

On one side the imperialistic European Union co-operating in harmony with the USA and NATO, organises interventions in all the continents, develops plans for further militarization.  At the same time attempts to take part in the division of markets in order to secure its share in the profits of the European capital

On the other side, the peace movements and the peoples of Europe resist and reject this imperialist policy. The peace movements are called to participate in this fight of resistance along/ together with the social movements of the working class, the youth and women.
Dear comrades and friends,

Allow me to refer to some of the most recent international developments.

1. The increase in imperialist aggressiveness, and first and foremost that of the USA, which is manifested in all sectors, but also the exacerbation of rivalry that can no longer be hidden over the dividing up of the markets and regions, create a situation that is literally explosive and embraces the entire planet. If this state of affairs is not reversed, new big crises are certain to break out, accompanied by fresh interventions and wars that could become generalized. In addition to the two wars already being waged in Iraq and Afghanistan, there has been Israel's attack on Lebanon, which despite the temporary pause has worsened the situation in the Middle East. The concentration of military forces in the region, the threats against certain countries and the plan to attack Iran, the increased military presence of the imperialists in Africa, the attempts to destabilize the Chavez government in Venezuela and the new exacerbation of the situation in the Balkans over Kosovo give rise to volatile hot spots and possibly to fresh interventions.


In the recent period the situation in Africa has deteriorated, with rivalries and plans for intervention manifest. The USA, the EU, Britain, France and Italy are building up their presence there, dreaming of recolonizing Africa. They are striving to control the energy- and wealth - producing resources, while at the same time confronting China, which they consider to be the biggest threat (statement made by Germany before the G-8 meeting.) 
In the broader region of Australia- Oceania the situation seems to have the same characteristics, but is more complex. New factors in the region are the more active role played by Japan, which is rearming and taking part in military operations, and the corresponding greater role of Australia, which will surely worsen the overall problems of the region.

The world's attention, and of course that of the WPC, is focused on the Americas and particularly on Latin America. The USA is increasing its aggressiveness against Cuba, seeing its plans to overthrow the socialist government failing to be implemented. They are working out plans to topple President Chavez. They are trying to create problems for countries that change orientation and contest the sovereignty of imperialism. 

Developments in Bolivia, Ecuador and Nicaragua give rise to hope for Latin America and the entire world.
2. The attempt being made by the USA and other imperialists to impose their domination and the rivalries amongst them are leading to greater militarization and to a new arms race, both nuclear and conventional. There have been serious developments in this sphere.

· The NATO Summit meeting that took place in Riga in November 2006 officially ratified the organization's transformation into a global gendarme. It formalized its co-operation with Australia, New Zealand and Japan and officially abolished its 6000 mile limit of activity. Thus, it is now preparing operationally to intervene all over the world. The dispatch of troops to the Middle East and Africa is already under discussion. A further expansion of NATO with the inclusion of the Western Balkans (Albania and FYROM), the Caucasus (Georgia) and Ukraine is being prepared, thus tightening the noose around Russia.

· The EU is forming battle groups and planning to set up new naval groups for rapid intervention. It is preparing to send fresh troops to replace NATO troops in Kosovo whereas another battle group is going to be sent to Chad soon. The newly elected French President has asked for a new aircraft carrier and the Italian government has agreed to the expansion of the US base in Vicenza. Germany is becoming stronger militarily.

· The US is setting off a new arms race with its Missile Defence Shield and the expansion of its network of bases, with the establishment and operation of new ones. It is building up its armaments overall. Russia has responded by launching a new missile which incapacitates missile defence.

A new generation of nuclear rivalries has been inaugurated. Similarly, developments regarding militarization in Asia are under way, in Japan and in China.

As far as the international developments are concerned, the WPC has already taken decisions in Brussels last June that we should bring into effect.
Dear comrades and friends,

I would like now to refer to some issues concerning the militarization of the EU.
The growing militarization of the EU constitutes a natural consequence of the very character of the EU, which is a union of capitalist states whose objective is to secure the interests of European capital and to create better conditions for it to compete with US and Japanese capital, etc.

The course taken by the EU with its militarization is evolving through complex, contradictory relations which do not refute but, rather, confirm its imperialist character. This militarization, then, is manifested in two ways:

a. Through EU – NATO relations, which are becoming increasingly stronger, at the same time containing the seed of US – EU rivalry.

b. Through the “autonomous” attempt being made by the EU to form a European Security and Defense Policy with a corresponding military infrastructure for its implementation.

The EU’s policy in this sphere could be summed up as follows:

Together with NATO, with which the EU “shares common strategic interests” (NATO Declaration of Prague) against the peoples and at the same time the attempt to set up a European Army and European Defense, so that European capital, especially the Franco-Germanic axis, might be able to handle a larger share of the markets.

The EU’s aggressive, imperialist nature which is shown in its militarization is also manifested in its policy statements and principles as well as in practice over the years.  

But let us examine the “EU defense doctrine”, as it was unanimously adopted during the June 2003 Summit, following the report given by Javier Solana, who was Secretary – General of NATO during the period of the attack on Yugoslavia.

The EU military doctrine is the doctrine of pre-emptive war, exactly like that of the USA.  Even the same wording is used.  On the pretext of combating terrorism, but also for reason of the “bad governance” of third states, the “violation of the international rules of domestic governance or external behaviour, ” humanitarian crises and generally, as it mentions, new threats that are not purely military, the European Army will be able to intervene, in reality, of course, to impose and secure the interests of the multinationals.  The EU’ s designs are so far-reaching that the document notes that “the first line of defense will often be abroad” and that distant threats are of equal concern to closer ones.  Specific geographical regions are also mentioned: the Mediterranean, the Middle East and West Africa.


The EU did not confine itself to just drafting an official policy document. It provided legal validity through the so-called European Constitution that is brought back to the table of discussions.

I. There is an express reference made to military missions to be sent outside EU borders (article 41).  Imperialist adventurism is thus legalized and acquires the prestige of constitutional validity. The doctrine of pre-emptive war is likewise constitutionally established, as in the relevant article it is expressly stated that the Union may make use of these means (military or non-military) in missions outside of the Union in order to preserve peace, prevent conflict and reinforce international security.
II. With the European Constitutional Treaty the Member – States commit themselves to improving their military capacities.  The European Defense Agency is established, that is, militarization is strengthened.

III. Provision is made for the institution of cooperation to carry out specific military missions in which certain countries may work together in such an intervention, while others that do not agree will not participate, without, however, impeding those interested in undertaking military action from doing so. 

IV. It is of particular importance for us to stress that Article 43 of the Constitutional Treaty, provides for the possibility of military forces being used even within the EU, supposedly to combat terrorism.  This article provides for the EU to intervene militarily in Member – States for “prevention of the terrorist threat” or the “protection of democratic institutions” or upon “request of the civil authorities of a state in the case of terrorist attack”.  As we know what “terrorism” and “protection of democratic institutions” mean, it is clear that Article 43 can be turned against the peoples’ movements if they should threaten the multinationals’ military adventurism and power.

On the other hand, as we have said, there are the facts:

1. The barbaric US and EU war on Yugoslavia
2. Participation in the war against Afghanistan and its occupation.

3. Participation in the war on Iraq, despite all the diplomatic bombast.  In principle just one part of the EU warmly fell in with the criminal acts of the USA: Britain, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands and some new members.  But those who opposed the war, only verbally, such as France and Germany did so just to safeguard the interests of their own multinationals that were going to lose their contracts to exploit Iraqi oil.  What’s more, let us not forget that finally France opened its airspace to the attackers’ bombers and allowed its bases in Djibouti to be used by the US.  Germany and Belgium also provided their airspace and the US bases in Germany were used as well, along with German ports and hospitals for the transport of materiel and the care of the wounded respectively.

4. Together they are exerting pressure on Cuba, Venezuela, on Bolivia and other countries.

5. There is, finally, the increased presence of European troops outside EU borders, such as with the CONCORDIA operation in FYROM, the ARTEMIS operation in the Congo and the top-level military occupation force of 7000 soldiers of the European Army in Bosnia and Herzegovina (the ALTHEA operation) that are replacing mainly NATO troops. An increased military presence is also obvious in Africa.  On the rise are also NATO’s demands.  These concern greater participation and that of other states in Afghanistan and Iraq.
We believe that all these developments dispel any illusions there may have been or may be regarding the EU’s role. The challenge lying before us is not to choose between US and European imperialism but rather to fight the imperialist system as a whole. The escalation of imperialist aggressiveness and the growing differences and rivalries make the peoples’ anti-imperialist offensive yet more imperative and we are called on to respond to this on the national, European and worldwide levels.
Before closing my intervention, I would like to share with you our satisfaction that the WPC is getting day by day stronger again in many parts and regions of the world. This has been noted positively not by our WPC “family” in the recent years. The WPC is present in dozens of international initiatives every year on all continents; its constitutional meetings take place regularly and every time in different countries, more old and new members and friends are joining our activities. Following the last Brussels meeting, we had successful Regional meeting in Latin America and we are planning our Executive Committee Meeting on November 18-20 in Hanoi. More regional initiatives in all regions will follow and we are looking very much forward in holding our next Assembly of the WPC next April in the capital of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
We call upon all of you to make Caracas next year the capital of the struggle against imperialism, for a peaceful and just world!
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