Conclusions of the Meeting

of the European Co-ordination of the World Peace Council

The Meeting of the Co-ordination of the WPC Peace Movements of Europe was held on the 14th June 2007, at the building of the European Parliament, in Brussels.
The meeting was attended by the following 16 organizations: VREDE (Belgium), Anti-imperialist League/Stop the USA (Belgium), Bulgarian National Peace Council , Czech Peace Society, Czech Peace Movement, Cyprus Peace Council, Danish Peace Council, French Peace Movement, Peace Committee of Georgia, German Peace Council, Greek Committee for International Détente and Peace (EEDYE), Anti Basis Committee (Poland), Belgrade Forum for the world of Equals (Serbia), Spanish Committee for the defence of Solidarity and Peace, Portuguese Council for Peace and Cooperation (CPPC) and  Peace Association of Turkey. Several organisations apologized for their absence.
Organizations from other regions were also present as guests: Namely from Congo, Cuba, India, Lebanon, Mexico, Palestine, United States of America, Venezuela and Vietnam.  

In the meeting were also present the WPC President, Orlando Fundora, the General-Secretary, Athanasios Pafilis and the Executive Secretary, Iraklis Tsavdaridis.

 The meeting dealt with the agenda below:

1. Report by the Regional Coordinator CPPC

2. Reports By the Members and Friendly Organisations

3. Special Campaign of WPC Europe

4. Plan of Action

5. Conclusions – next Regional Meeting 

The proceedings were chaired by Rui Namorado Rosa, President  of the CPPC, with the collaboration of Iraklis Tsavdaridis, Executive Secretary WPC and Sandra Benfica from the CPPC.
The meeting was enriched by many relevant contributions of all the organizations without exception and the main items discussed were:

· Global militarization of International Relations, particularly in Europe; The development of new armaments; the proliferation of military bases internationally and particularly in Europe; The abolition of nuclear weapons and the campaign for maintaining of Art. 9 of the Japanese Constitution; The situation and developments in the Middle East, in Africa and in Europe (Eastern Europe and the Balkans), as well as the evolution of the current European Union Project, including its militarization and foreign intervention policy.
· The visit of US President Bush in Europe in order to promote the imperialist plans with his allies and the massive peoples’ protests
· The current situation in Palestine and the WPC action plans in this regards; The situation in the Balkans with the plans to create in the region of Kosovo a protectorate; The popular mobilization on the occasion of the recent G8 Meeting in Germany and the WPC conference to be held during the Portuguese Presidency of the EU.

·  The recognized importance of European meetings and of the regional co-operation for the strengthening of the WPC’s intervention, as well as the urgent need to implement improved communication methods and publicity of the movements’ activities, namely through a webpage.
Among the conclusions, we underline:

· Support the Secretariat proposal to elaborate a campaign for Palestine, in the Middle Eastern regional context, including the drafting of an Appeal and printing of a Poster, the sending of a “fact-finding mission” to Palestine, and the holding of a Conference, that the friends of the Turkish “Peace Association” offered to host in January 2008. 

· Drafting a Statement on the Balkans, a task assigned to the friends of the “Belgrade Forum” (Serbia) and EEDYE (Greece).
·  Organizing with EEDYE a Balkan Conference of Peace Movements in Thessaloniki in Feb/March 2008.
· Creating a website of the WPC European region, as a tool to disseminate information, to support the inter-connection of the member organisations and the promotion of the WPC, a task assigned to the CPPC.

· Supporting and sponsoring the holding of a WPC Conference in Portugal, during the second half of 2007, in which this country will preside over the European Union, asking the CPPC to draft the agenda and organizing scheme.    

· Welcoming the readiness and disposition of the Belgrade Forum, to host an International event on the occasion of the 10 years of the NATO aggression against Yugoslavia in March 2009.

