Outline and evaluation on the action of the WPC in reference to the 60-years of NATO and the summit in Strasbourg April 2009.
Introduction: 

The WPC discussed well ahead of time the issue of NATO and its 60-year course, both at the Assembly in Caracas (April 2008) and more specifically at the Secretariat in September 2008 in Lisbon. 
We knew that due to the current state of affairs (inter-imperialist conflicts, France’s dynamic comeback, developments in the Caucasus, the great difficulties of NATO in Afghanistan, new American leadership, etc.) that many forces and currents of the movement (and behind them very often specific state interests), will take up the issue of NATO.  

The WPC decided on the central slogan and specific guidelines noted below following discussions within the framework of the Secretariat: 

“60 Years of NATO – Enemy of the People and of Peace –Dissolve it!”
· NATO has been an aggressive and reactionary force since its founding in 1949. The Warsaw Treaty had been created later and was dissolved earlier. 
· NATO has had its hands dipped in the blood of the peoples for 60 years and cannot constitute “a peace-making force” within the UN framework. 

· Despite the domination of the USA, conflicts are waged with other large imperialist forces, which do not change the character of NATO.
· NATO is directly bound to the EU as a large number of EU countries are members as well as with the “Euro Treaty”. 
· All governments of NATO member countries bear responsibility for its action; they support its imperialist plans. 

· The NATO war in Yugoslavia 1999 was a milestone for the new dogma and for its summit in Washington 1999. At the same time, the fact that the EU was never the “democratic counterweight” to the USA was revealed. 
· NATO acts as a global policeman with collaborators on all continents, carrying out its Plan for a “Greater Middle East” and actively intervening in the Caucasus. 
· The French-German Summit reflected the ambitions and antagonisms between the two countries for the greater share of global influence, markets, energy resources, etc. 
The WPC Campaign

Based on the aforementioned and as we approached the final three-month period before the Summit, the members of the WPC have organized in a large number of countries actions an initiatives around NATO. For the first time in many years, many member organizations of the WPC included in their “agenda” in coordination with the Head office of WPC and based on WPC positions and slogans. Important steps were noted in more NATO member countries (always with reference to the WPC and its materials), as well as in the following countries: Serbia, the Ukraine, Georgia, Cyprus, Lebanon, Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, South Africa, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Japan. 
With the WPC organizations in Portugal, Spain, Canada, Germany, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Brazil, Argentina, Serbia, Croatia, India and Japan there was a closer cooperation during all this period. 
The design and carrying out of an ambitious program of international conferences, supported and co-organized by the WPC and its corresponding organizations, was noted as an important step forward. Posters were issued and printed (electronically and on the website) and announcement and logotype were circulated in different countries and languages as a unifying element. 
14-15 March Berlin, European Conference on the 60-years of NATO by the European Peace Forum (EPF- Associate member of WPC). Movements of 13 countries participated mainly from Eastern Europe, with a good organizational framework and materials. The WPC was referred to on the materials and the meeting hall as a co-organizer and its participation was emphasized. 
In our speech as the WPC we made clear reference to the events in the Caucasus, without equating Kosovo with South Ossetia/Abkhazia, we spoke from a principled standpoint about the violation of International Law (unilateral recognition of the secession) on the part of Russia carried out with obvious aims. The fact that the issue of Yugoslavia, the Anti-missile Shield, and Foreign Bases in the Balkans were discussed within the general framework was very positive. 
19-20 March Buenos Aires American Conference on the 60-Years of NATO and the reappearance of the 4th US Naval Fleet in the area

The conference was organized by the Member Organization of the WPC in Argentina (MOPASSOL) with success. 5 organizations – movements on the continent participated, among them the President of the WPC and the regional coordinator from Cuba. The framework was positive; from the angle of Latin America, a new perspective was expressed on the action of NATO in the area. 
22-24 March Belgrade International Conference on the 10 Year Commemoration of the NATO bombings. We consider this to be the most important international intervention of the WPC, due to the theme, the symbolism and as well as the most clear indication of the emphasis that we want to give today. 
The “Belgrade Forum for the world of Equals” (BF) cooperated with the WPC on the issue of who would be invited as well as the overall framework. The December 2008 WPC visit to Belgrade played an important role in the preparations. The implementation of the Regional European meeting on the eve of the International Conference, as well as the important presence of WPC organizations had a strong contribution on the political content. The active participation of the leadership of the WPC (President, General Secretary, regional coordinator) key speeches and the participation of the WPC in the presidium (Executive Secretary and Regional Coordinator) highlighted the influence it had at the conference. 
Importantly, the mass presence of 80 militants from Greece constituted a powerful manifestation of anti-imperialist solidarity, just as had happened 10 years before. 
The entire event had the character of a symposium, many academics, retired Military officers, and public personalities from Serbia and abroad participated. At the beginning of the conference, in addition to the hosts and the President of the WPC, the Vice-Prime Minister of Serbia and the President of the Parliament greeted the conference. Many Serbs and Russians spoke as well emphasizing the ties between the two nations and their joint opposition to NATO. The political speeches of the WPC members and the interventions made my various movements made a positive contribution to the success of the Conference. 
3-4 April Strasbourg, International Conference and WPC event- Massive protest March against the 60-years of NATO and its summit. 

The initiative for the carrying out of mass demonstrations against NATO in reference to its 60-year course and the French-German Summit in April 2009, began from the summer of 2008. The basic initiative had been taken by various French and German peace organizations that called the first preparatory meeting 5 October 2008 in Stuttgart. Following consultations within the WPC, we signed the Appeal (at the end of January) which was weak but within a relatively good framework. Its basic weakness was that it did not make any reference to Yugoslavia; it emphasized the role of NATO especially after 1991, it did not directly condemn the action of NATO before 1991, it did not highlight the relationship between NATO and the EU. The forces that pulled the strings did not agree to include any WPC speaker in any plenary event. For those on the outside, everything seemed “transparent” and “basis democratic” but naturally in reality it was not like this.

As  WPC we tried to involve ourselves and to show a political and mass presence at the demonstration, with our own framework-slogans and bloc and march. This effort was very difficult at the beginning as we did not have any partner in France. We organized our own event in the biggest auditorium in the Convention space, at our own expense we covered microphone and interpretation booths (at the April 3rd Event). 
Although measures were taken to reinforce the participation of representatives and movements from NATO member countries, this was not possible in the case of several countries. 
Strasbourg 3-5 April

Based on the program, the Convention against NATO was carried out where hundreds took part, mainly from the organized members and movement representatives. In the previous days, demonstrations had taken place in German cities and a mass demonstration of thousands of protestors in Strasbourg on April 4 was being prepared. Representatives from the Peace movements of Portugal, Ireland, Czech Republic, Serbia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Georgia, Armenia, Greece, took place as well as the president of WFDY Tiago Vijera, the President of the WPC Socorro Gomez (Brazil), the General Secretary WPC Thanassis Pafilis (Greece), all of whom addressed the Meeting on April 3rd. 
The event is considered a great success and had almost the same number of people (roughly 130) it was the biggest event in the framework of the happenings. More than 40 people participated additionally, without however staying throughout the entire event. (4 hours)
On the mass gathering and Protest March April 4th ,that took place under unprecedented measures of police terrorism and total absence of means of transport, the multi-national bloc of the WPC after having walked many kilometers to Strasbourg ended up near the Bridge of Europe, where it would join up with thousands of protestors from Germany. This was finally not possible, because apart from the destructive episodes carried out by so-called anarchist forces (attacks on petrol stations, one hotel the old customs building), the fully-armed police forces of France and Germany under the pretext of these acts, blockaded Strasbourg and made the realization of the march impossible. The German police did not allow the protestors to pass over to the French side and the French police used tear-gas and other chemical gases to terrorize the thousands of protestors. 

On April 5 whereupon the Convention continued in its full body and the closing of the meeting, the WPC made the decision not to attend, due to the fact that it would not be allowed to speak. 

General Conclusions: 
The WPC made for the first time such a strong effort on many different levels with the mobilization of tens of organizations around the issue of Anti-NATO action. 

From all of this action, the WPC’s approach to the issue was brought out more clearly in juxtaposition to other forces that consciously attempt to cover up or to distort different sides of the issue, harboring amongst others delusions about the new US administration, and mainly, they do not acknowledge the 60 years as a unified totality but with slogans of the type “60 years are enough” leave a clear implication that in the past the presence of NATO could be justified. The WPC with its initiatives concerning NATO, established for the first time to such an extent, its international presence around an issue that apparently other forces had acted and spoken on. It managed to make its appearance assertively and to respond to it challengers, the international conferences of the WPC were observed and commented upon by many and were transmitted through the Internet and in published form. 
Such work needs to carry on throughout the year; initiatives need to be multiplied in different countries, connecting the issue of NATO with different open fronts of struggle against imperialism. 
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